
The Real Cost of Health Claims

How would you pay for one of these expensive treatments for you or your family? 
Could you pay for two or three of these treatments in a short time?

Endoscopic (sinus) surgery
$6,400 - $18,000

Angioplasty
$18,000 - $20,000

Angiogram
$3,900 - $4,400

Single valve operation
$33,000 - $50,000

Single or double 
heart bypass 

$30,000

Triple or quadruple 
heart bypass 

$40,000

Gastroscopy
$600 - $1,000*

Colonoscopy
$1,400 - $1,600

Spinal decompression/fusion 
$22,000

Laparoscopic excision of
endometriosis

$4,500 - $12,000*

Hip replacement
$13,000 - $20,000*

Prostate removal
$7,000 - $12,000*

Total knee replacement
$13,000 - $20,000*

Removal of cancerous 
skin lesion 

$350 - $3,000*

Treatment of cyst or tumour
$1,200 - $1,500

Knee treatment - arthroscopy
plus meniscectomy

$2,700

Varicose veins (both legs)
$6,000 - $8,000* 

Prostate brachytherapy
$20,000 - $30,000*

Vasectomy
$420 - $560

Dilation & curettage
(with hysteroscpoy &
endometrial biopsy)

$2,600 - $3,000

Laparoscopic hysterectomy
$8,000 - $11,000

Total hysterectomy
$7,700 - $8,900

Hernia
$2,400 - $6,000

Gall bladder removal
(cholecystectomy)
$4,500 - $7,500*

Radical mastectomy
(breast cancer)

$3,500 - $8,000*

Thyroidectomy
$5,000 - $8,000*

Cataract removal
$2,600 - $3,500*

CT Scan
$600 - $1,500

Biopsies
$1,000 - $3,000

MRI Scan
$900 - $2,200

Carpal tunnel 
decompression
$700 - $1,400

Elbow soft tissue 
contracture 

$1,300 - $2,800

Ultrasound
$300 - $400
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Conditions affecting your children (Aged 0-20)

Pilonidal sinus
$2,000 - $4,300

Removal of tonsils
and adenoids
$300 - $2,500

Grommets in the ear
$2,500 - $4,000*

Wisdom teeth removal
$1,400 - $8,600

Shoulder arthroscopic repair
$1,500 - $4,300

Gastroscopy
$230 - $1,300

Resection endometriosis
$3,600 - $7,400

Hernia
$2,000 - $3,000

Treatment of cyst or tumour
$200 - $1,600

CT Scan
$600 - $1,500

Biopsies
$1,000 - $3,000

MRI Scan
$900 - $2,200

Appendix removal
$5,800 - $6,200

Knee - arthroscopy
$920 - $3,100

Ingrown toenail
(wedge resection - single)

$280 - $1,300

Sources:
TOWER historical claims report – average claim paid (before excess) June 2006
*Health Fund Association of New Zealand, www.healthfunds.org.nz, March 2006

Laparoscopy
$2,800 - $4,700

Colonoscopy
$500 - $1,350

Ultrasound
$120 - $230
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But remember, these are average costs for different ages. Your own costs could vary depending on your circumstances, any medical 
complications and the medical technology used. This means the total cost for your medical treatment could be higher.

This document is an illustration only of some of the treatments and costs that you may experience. It is not the policy document, 
and should not be construed as a representation of the conditions covered, or the amount that would be paid by 
TOWER Health & Life in the event of a claim.

RC
H

C
 0

3/
07


